Front Matter by unknown
Language Arts Journal of Michigan
Volume 10
Issue 1 Focus: Tough Questions. Hard Choices. Article 1
1-1-1994
Front Matter
Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/lajm
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks@GVSU. It has been accepted for inclusion in Language Arts Journal of
Michigan by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks@GVSU. For more information, please contact scholarworks@gvsu.edu.
Recommended Citation
(1994) "Front Matter," Language Arts Journal of Michigan: Vol. 10: Iss. 1, Article 1.
Available at: http://dx.doi.org/10.9707/2168-149X.1574
Focus: TOUGH QUESTIONS. HARD CHOICES. 
~NGUAGE ARTS 

JOURNAL OF MICHIGAN 

SPRING 1994 

VOLUME 10 NUMBER 1 

The Michigan Council 
of Teachers of English 
EDITORS 
Fred Barton, Department of English, Baker College 
Diana Mitchell, Department of English, Sexton High School 
John Smolens, Department of American Thought and Language, MSU 
ASSISTANT EDITORS 
Jill VanAntwerp, Lowell High School 
Sue Steffel, Central Michigan University 
EDITORIAL POLICY AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 
LAJM publishes articles which discuss issues, theory, theory-based practice, and re­
search in the teaching and learning of the language arts at all levels, kindergarten 
through college. It publishes articles, interviews, annotated bibliographies, review-essays, 
research, and classroom practices. Manuscripts should be 4-12 pages in length, double­
spaced, and use the new MLA style for parenthetical documentation and the NCTE Guide­
lines for Non-Sexist Use of Language. Send one original and two copies to: The Editors, 
The Language Arts Journal ojMlchlgan, The Writing Center, 131 Brody Hall, Michigan 
State University, East Lansing, MI 48824. If you wish your original returned. include a 
self-addressed envelope with first-class postage. All manuscripts will be acknowledged. 
The deadline for the Fall 1994 issue is August 15, 1994. 
Reproduction of material from this publication Is hereby authorized, provided the use of 
the material is both noncommercial and educational. Each copy should include full 
citation of the source. 
Subscriptions and Publishing Information 
©1994. LAJM is published twice annually in the spring and fall by the Michigan Council 
of Teachers of English. Annual membership in the MCTE costs $15 and includes sub­
scriptions to LAJM and the Michigan English Teacher, the Council newsletter. Send a 
check payable to MCTE to: MCTE, Box 1152, Rochester, MI48307. 
MCTE is an affiliate member of the National Council of Teachers of English. LAJM is a 
member of the NCTE Information Exchange Agreement. 
Cover by Ken Fish and art by Edward O. Rigdon 
Language Arts Journal of Michigan 
Volume 10, Number 1 

Spring 1994 

Title/Author Page 
THE PIT AND THE PENDULUM ........................................................................................... 1 

Amy Huntley 

ADULTS REACT WHEN STUDENTS WRITE ABOUT VIOLENCE ........................................... 6 

Rita E. Paye 

STUDENT GENERATED CURRICULUM: CENSORSHIP ISSUES 

IN A PROBLEM BASED ENVIRONMENT ............................................................................ 10 

Ann Legore Christiansen and Cathy A. D'Agostino 

REFLECTIONS ON IMPLEMENTING WRITING ASSESSMENTS .......................................... 14 

Ronald A. Sudol 

STANDARDIZED TESTS FOR NON-STANDARD SPEAKERS/WRITERS: 

STATE-WIDE WRITING ASSESSMENT AND DIALECTS ..................................................... 19 

Mary Rose Harmon 

LACEWING ....................................................................................................................... 23 

a poem by GlOria D. Nixon-John 

WHATEVER WILL BE WON'T BE FOR ME: 

THE GIRL ARTIST IN PICTURE BOOKS ............................................................................. 24 

Miriam Bat-Ami 

I SEARCH SEXlJAL HARASSMENT .................................................................................... 31 

Rita E. Paye 

INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO WRITE: 
TABLOID MAGAZINES IN WRITING CLASS ....................................................................... 34 

Tom Watson 

THE WORKSHOP WAY TO GO .......................................................................................... 38 

Sharon Plavnick 

80 1~~~uc35334il 
05/97 02-044-00 G8e I~ 
ABOUT THIS ISSUE 

Carl Sandburg tells us in "Crapshooters" that for every winner there must be a loser too. That 
doesn't seem to be the case today as educators are forced by changing circumstances and populations 
to make decisions not based on what is best, but on what does the least damage. 
In this issue, we turn your attention to some of the hard choices facing educators today and ask 
you to grapple with the sometimes dispiriting questions that plague the field. 
Sometimes these dilemmas come in attractive packages. That is the situation Amy Huntley 
explores in her article. What if, she asks, a student were to force us to put our money where our 
canonical mouth is? We think it is not as hypothetical a question as it seems. 
Rita Paye continues the discussion of how a violent society presents itself in our classrooms. We 
have read that violence is often the result of unequal power relationships and Paye's straightforward 
discussion of the politics ofwriting about violence is both intriguing and a little unsettling. 
If censorship were a metaphor it would have to be the many headed Hydra because just when one 
head seems to have been killed, another head returns with more challenges than before. Ann Legore 
Christiansen andCathyD'Agostino take us on a safari that, while it doesn't kill the beast, at least shows 
how it was bested for a time in one lll1nois classroom. 
Testing has been variously referred to as the savior and the bane ofeducation. It is probably both. 
In his article, Ron Sudol examines some of the familiar and perhaps consciously overlooked 
complications ofassessment as it does, and does not fit with teaching and learning. He describes how 
those who struggled with the development of the Michigan Framework for Writing attempted to bring 
honesty to the job of measuring students' writing skills. 
Mary Harmon is also concerned with the implications of testing, particularly for those who don't 
fit the conscious-and unconsclous--assumptions test makers have about the students who will be 
measured by the instrument they create. 
In true Sandburgian form. Gloria Nixon-John presents uswith an object lessonon the implications 
of the choices we make and the value we attach to those choices. Sometimes the winner and loser are 
one in the same. 
Next Miriam Bat-Ami turns our attention to choices that show themselves subtly, almost invisibly. 
in the stones we tell our children. As teachers we know that the lessons students take away from the 
classroom aren't always what we intend. Sometimes students take their lesson from the world we 
present to them. regardless of our intentions. 
Continuing the exploration ofsocietal roles. Rita Paye takes us on a journey through a subject only 
now coming to our attention-sexual harassment in the classroom. What she finds is both frightening 
and prom1sing. 
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